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LOWELL JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA  90603 
 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
February 6, 2023 

 
Call to Order President Shaw called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Lowell Joint School 

District, 11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA 90603. 
 
 

Topics Not on the Agenda None. 
 

Closed Meeting President Shaw declared the meeting recessed to closed session at 6:32 p.m.  

Call to Order 
 
 

President Shaw reconvened the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  
 
The flag salute was led by Anastasia Shackelford, Vice President Board of Trustees. 
 

        Karen L. Shaw, Anastasia M. Shackelford, Anthony A. Zegarra, Christine J. Berg, 
Melissa A. Salinas 
                                     
Trustees Absent: None  
 

  Jim Coombs, Superintendent of Schools; Sheri McDonald, Assistant Superintendent 
of Educational Services; David Bennett, Assistant Superintendent of Business 
Services; Carl Erickson, Assistant Superintendent of Administrative Services 

 
Staff Absent:              None. 
 

Reporting Out Action (if any) 
Taken in Closed Session 
 

None. 

Introduction / Welcome 
 

President Shaw welcomed the many guests in attendance, staff members present, 
guests, Allison Fonti, LJEA president, Leslie Mangold, LJEA lead negotiator and 
CSEA President, Darleene Pullen. 
 

Acknowledgement of 
Correspondence 
 

None. 

Approval of Agenda 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the 
February 6, 2023, Board agenda. 
 

Approval of Minutes It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the 
amended minutes from the January 9, 2023, Regular Board Meeting. 
 

Timely Information from the 
Board and Superintendent 
 

Ms. Shaw introduced the 2023 John Greenleaf Whittier Chapter Daughters of the 
American Revolution Essay Contest Winners.  
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 Grade 7                    Kade Barrows                        Rancho Starbuck 

Grade 8                    Kiane Hatori                          Rancho Starbuck 
 
They were each awarded a certificate of outstanding achievement by President Shaw 
and both students were announced to have moved on to the state level for the their award 
winning essays.  Kiane Hatori was asked to introduce her family and teachers. Kade 
Barrows was not in attendance. 
 
Dr. Zegarra introduced a Rancho Starbuck student that auditioned and was selected 
for the Southern California Middle School Honors Band.  Elias Orloff received a 
certificate of outstanding achievement from the Board of Trustees and played his 
auditioning music piece for the Board of Trustees. 
Elias Orloff - Bassoon 

 
 Mr. Coombs announced the recognition from the State of the following employees for 

the Lowell Joint School District Learning Links Program.   
 Dr. Sheri McDonald, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services 
 Mrs. Holly Brander, Early Learning TOSA, was not in attendance 
 Mrs. Maria Del Cid, Early Learning Links 
  

Mr. Coombs introduced the 2022 CSBA Golden Bell Award STEAM Innovation 
Lab received by El Portal Elementary School.  The awardees were: Amanda Malm, 
Dana Morrison, Kaitlyn Campbell, Kari Daniel, Rachel Guerrero, Rebecca 
Champion, Mary Brimmage and Rhonda Overby. Each awardee received a small 
golden bell for their achievement. 
 

 President Shaw declared recess at 7:56 p.m.  President Shaw reconvened the meeting 
at 8:06 p.m. 
  

School Reports  
          

Each Board member shared highlights of their respective schools. 

Topics Not on the Agenda Mrs. Diana Bothwell spoke about the wonderful teachers that Lowell Joint School 
District has and she is tired of all the things that are being said on social media.  Her 
children attended Meadow Green and Rancho Starbuck.  One of her sons teaches for 
Lowell Joint and her grandchildren attend Lowell Joint. 
 
 

Resolution 2022/23 No. 882, 
Recognizing February 6-10, 
2023 as “School Counseling 
Week” 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous roll call vote (5– 0) to adopt 
Resolution 2022/23 No. 882, recognizing February 6-10, 2023, as “School 
Counseling Week”, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute 
the necessary documents. 
 
 

Approval of Agreement with 
Nigro & Nigro to perform 
Audit Services 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5-0) to approve the 
agreement with Nigro & Nigro for Audit Services for the Fiscal Years ending June 
30, 2023 and June 30, 2024 at a cost not to exceed $31,500 and $32,250 respectfully, 
and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary 
documents. 
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Approval of Professional 
Services Agreement with A- 
Tech Consulting for 
Hazardous Materials 
Monitoring, Sampling, and 
Testing, at Rancho 
Intermediate School. 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5-0) to approve the 
Professional Services Agreement with A-Tech Consulting for Hazardous Materials 
Monitoring, Sampling, and Testing at Rancho Intermediate School, effective 
February 7, 2023 through February 6, 2024, (21.0-00000-0-00000-85000-6282-
000011) Measure LL (21.0 Bond Fund), and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents.  
 

Authorization of Professional 
Services Agreement, Koury 
Engineering & Testing, 
Materials Testing, Soil 
Compaction, Maybrook ES 
Interim Housing Phase 2 
Project  
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5-0) to approve the 
Professional Services Agreement, Koury Engineering & Testing, Materials Testing, 
Soils Compaction, Maybrook Elementary School, effective February 7, 2023,  
through February 6, 2024, not to exceed $18,635.00 (21.0-00000-0-00000-85000-
6282-0000011) Measure LL (21.0 Bond Fund), and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Resolution 2022/23 No 883  
Renewal of CSPP Contract 
and Authorization of 
Signatures 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous roll call vote (5– 0) to adopt 
Resolution 2022/23 No. #883 to approve the Renewal of the CSPP Contract and 
Authorization of Signatures, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to 
execute the necessary documents.            

Consent Calendar 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5 – 0), to approve/ratify 
the following items, under a consent procedure. 
 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Brianna 
Velarde to Provide Graphic 
Design Work for District 
Communication of Programs 
and Facilities for the 2022/23 
School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement with Brianna Velarde to provide graphic design 
work for District communication of programs and facilities for the 2022/23 school 
year, for an amount not to exceed $2,500.00, and that the Superintendent or designee 
be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Little Ears 
Therapy Center for speech 
services for the 2022-2023 
School Year  
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Little Ears Therapy Center for 
Speech and Language services for the 2022-2023 School Year, for an estimated cost 
not to exceed $4,000.00, to be paid from out of home care funds, and that the 
Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Southern 
California Sensory Screening, 
Inc. for the 2022-2023 School 
Year 
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Southern California Sensory 
Screening, Inc. for hearing screening services for the 2022-2023 School Year, for an 
estimated cost not to exceed $3,000.00, to be paid for with Medi-Cal Funds, and that 
the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Jump and 
Schout Therapy for speech  

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Jump and Schout Therapy for 
Speech and Language services for the 2022-2023 School Year, for an estimated cost 
not to exceed $4,000.00, to be paid from out of home care funds, and that the  
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services for the 2022-2023 
School Year 
 

Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Joseph Rubio, 
Behavioral Emotional & 
Academic Mentoring, LLC 
for an Independent 
Educational Evaluation (IEE) 
for the 2022-2023 School 
Year 
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Joseph Rubio, Behavioral 
Emotional & Academic Mentoring, LLC for an Independent Educational Evaluation 
(IEE) for the 2022-2023 School Year, for an estimated cost not to exceed $4,000.00, 
to be paid from resource 6500- Special Education Funds, and that the 
Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 

Purchase Order Report 
2022/23 #7 

Approved the Purchase Order Report 2022/23 #7, issued December 1, 2022 through 
December 31, 2022, as attached, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Consolidated Check Register 
Listing Report 2022/23 #7 
 

Approved the Check Register Listing Report 2022/23 #7, issued December 1, 2022 
through December 31, 2022, as attached, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Employer-Employee 
Relations/Personnel Report 
Hiring, Resignations, Contract 
2022/23 #7 Which Includes 
Adjustments and Retirements 
for Certificated, Classified, 
and Confidential Employees 
  

Ratified Employer-Employee Relations/Personnel Report 2022/23 #7, as attached, 
which includes hiring, resignations, contract adjustments, and retirements for 
certificated, classified, and confidential employees. 
 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with RMH 
PRODUCTIONS to provide 
Dance and Theatre Workshop 
Classes for Expanded 
Learning Opportunities 
Program for the 2022-23 
School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement RMH PRODUCTIONS to be Dance and Theatre 
Workshop Class Teacher(s) for the PowerSource Expanded Learning for Lowell Joint 
School District during the 2022-23 school year, at an amount not to exceed $10,000, 
to be paid by the 6762-Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One 
Time Block Grant and Fund 12 ELOP funds,  and that the Superintendent or designee 
be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
  
 
 

Approval of Agreement with 
Ronica Dixon to Provide 
Services during 2022-2023 
School Year  

Approved the agreement with Ronica Dixon to provide services during the 2022-
2023 school year, not exceed $3,000 and will be covered by the UPK 
Implementation Grant, and the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute 
the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Agreement 
#15076 with Inside the 
Outdoors, Orange County 
Department of Education, to 
Provide a Traveling Scientist 
Assembly for the Second  

Approved the Agreement #15076 with Inside the Outdoors, Orange County 
Department of Education to provide a Traveling Scientist Assembly for the second-
grade students of El Portal Elementary School, and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents.  
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