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Lowell Joint School District 
11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA  90603 
 
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES                                                  
April 3, 2023 

 
Call to Order President Shaw called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. at Lowell Joint School 

District, 11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA  90603 
 

Topics Not on the Agenda 
 

 None. 

Closed Session  
 

President Shaw declared the meeting recessed to closed session at 6:03 p.m.  

Call to Order 
 

President Shaw reconvened the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The flag salute was led by Dr. Anthony Zegarra, Board of Trustees Member. 
 
Trustees Present:       Karen L. Shaw, Anastasia M. Shackelford, Anthony A. 

Zegarra, Christine J. Berg, Melissa A. Salinas 
                                     
Trustees Absent: None  
 
Staff Present: Jim Coombs, Superintendent of Schools; Sheri McDonald, 

Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services; David 
Bennett, Assistant Superintendent of Business Services; and 
Carl Erickson, Assistant Superintendent of Administrative 
Services 

 
Staff Absent:              None. 
 

Reporting out Action (if any) 
Taken in Closed Session 
 

None. 

Introduction / Welcome 
 

President Shaw welcomed the many guests in attendance, staff members present, 
guests, Allison Fonti, LJEA lead negotiator, CSEA President, Darleene Pullen and 
former Board member Mrs. Jan Averill. 
 

Acknowledgement of 
Correspondence 
 

None. 
 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous roll call vote, (5 – 0) to approve 
the April 3, 2023, Board Agenda.  
 

Approval of Minutes It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous roll call vote, (5 – 0) to approve 
the minutes from the March 6, 2023, Regular Board Meeting. 
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Timely Information 
Board and Superintendent – 
Board President 
 

None. 

Recognition of the Republican 
Women’s Federated Essay 
Awards 

Mr. Coombs introduced the 2023 Rancho La Habra Republican Women Federated 
“What Our United States Heritage Means to me”, essay contest winners.  Each 
winner read their award winning essay. 
Grade 1  Jason Encinas  El Portal Elementary School 
Grade 2 Finely Mitchell  El Portal Elementary School 
Grade 3 Jasiah Allen  Olita Elementary School 
Grade 4 Noah Najera  El Portal Elementary School 
Grade 5 Savannah Rivera Meadow Green Elementary School 
Grade 6 George Venswencey Macy Elementary School  
Grade 7 Frederick Toettcher Rancho Starbuck Intermediate School 
Grade 8 Matthew Arana Rancho Starbuck Intermediate School 
Art Contest Winner 
Grade 7 Delilah Campbell Rancho Starbuck Intermediate School 
 
Ms. Shaw presented each student with a certificate in honor of their achievements.  
 

* * * RECESS * * * * 
 

Ms. Shaw declared a recess at 7:50 p.m.  Ms. Shaw reopened the Board meeting at 
8:00 p.m. 
 

School Reports (School 
Reports will be the First 
Meeting of the Month) 

 

Each Board member shared highlights of their respective schools 

Topics Not on the Agenda None. 
 

Resolution 2022/2023 No. 888 
Recognizing April 17 – 21, 
2023, as “Public School 
Volunteer Week” 
 

It is was moved, seconded by a unanimous roll call vote, (5-0), to adopt Resolution 
2022/2023 No. 888 Recognizing April 17 – 21, 2023, as “Public School Volunteer 
Week”, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents. 
 

Submission of Williams 
Litigation Settlement –  
Quarter Uniform Complaint for 
Quarter 3, January 1– March 
31, 2023 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5– 0) to approve the 
submission of the Williams Litigation Settlement – Quarterly Uniform Complaint 
Report for Quarter 3, January 1–March 31, 2023, with zero complaints, and that the 
Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 
 

Presentation of Measure “LL”  
Audit Report for 2021/202 

Article XIII A of the California Constitution requires school districts to annually 
obtain an independent financial and performance audit to ensure that the funds have 
been expended only on the specific projects listed.  The firm of Nigro and 
Nigro performed the 2021/2022 financial and performance audit of Lowell Joint 
School District Measure LL expenditures.   
 
Education Code Sect.15286 requires these audits to be submitted to the citizen’s 
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 oversight committee established pursuant to Section 15278 at the same time they 

are submitted to the school district or community college district, no later than 
March 31 of each year.  Therefore, this audit has also been provided to the district’s 
bond oversight committee members when the board of trustees were sent the March 
30, 2023 board agenda information.  Due to technical difficulty with Jeff Nigro, 
partner with the firm, Mr. David Bennet presented the Measure “LL” financial 
audit for the Lowell Joint School District financial statements. 
 

Acceptance of General 
Obligation Bond Measure LL, 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee, 2021-22 Annual 
Report  
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5– 0) to accept the 
General Obligation Bond Measure LL, Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee, 2021-
22 Annual Report, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute 
the necessary documents. 
 

Agreement with Post Bros 
Construction, Co. Maybrook 
Interim Housing Phase II 
(Rancho-Starbuck Interim 
Housing) Project, Bid #2223-
01 
 

It is was moved, seconded by a unanimous roll call vote, (5-0), to approve the 
agreement with Post Bros Construction, Co. for the demolition and grading 
portions of the Maybrook Interim Housing Phase II (Rancho-Intermediate Interim 
Housing) project (2223-01) , and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized 
to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Public Hearing for California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Notice of Exemption 
at Rancho Starbuck 
Intermediate School Project 
 

Mr. David Bennett, Assistant Superintendent of Business Services presented that as 
the District approaches the Rancho Starbuck Intermediate School Project, it is 
suggested that the District file a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the County records department as part of 
community outreach and notification process. A NOE indicates that the District has 
determined there is little or no environmental impact as the result of the project.  
 
The District will file a Notice of Exemption with the Orange County recorder which 
will be published at their discretion. We will also post a Legal Notice of Public 
Hearing in the Whittier Daily News relating to the construction work occurring at 
Rancho Starbuck Intermediate School Project. 
   
The NOE reads in part:  

• Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, permitting, leasing, or minor 
alterations of existing public structures, mechanical equipment or 
topographical features, involving little or no expansion of use 
 

Ms. Shaw opened the public hearing at 8:28 and closed it at 8:29 with no comments 
from the public. 
 

Public Hearing for California 
Environmental Quality Act  
(CEQA) Notice of Exemption 
at Maybrook Interim Housing 
 
 

Mr. David Bennett presented that as the District approaches the Maybrook Interim 
Housing Project (Rancho-Starbuck Interim Housing) construction project. It is 
suggested that the District file a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the County records department as part of 

 
 



 
 
Project (Rancho-Starbuck 
Interim Housing) 
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community outreach and notification process. A NOE indicates that the District has 
determined there is little or no environmental impact as the result of the project.  
 
The District will file a Notice of Exemption with the Orange County recorder which 
will be published at their discretion. We will also post a Legal Notice of Public 
Hearing in the Whittier Daily News relating to the construction work occurring at 
Maybrook Interim Housing Project (Rancho-Starbuck Interim Housing). 
   
The NOE reads in part:  

• Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, permitting, leasing, or minor 
alterations of existing public structures, mechanical equipment or 
topographical features, involving little or no expansion of use 

   
Ms. Shaw opened the public hearing at 8:29 and closed it at 8:30 with no comments 
from the public. 
 

Approval of Professional 
Services Agreement, Hauffe 
Company Inc., (HCI)  Division 
of State Architect (DSA) 
Inspections, Meadow Green 
Elementary School 
Modernization  
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote (5– 0) to approve a 
Professional Services Agreement, Hauffe Company Inc.,(HCI),  DSA Inspection 
Services, Meadow Green Elementary School Modernization, effective April 3, 
2023, through April 3, 2024, not to exceed $29,120 (21.0-00000-0-00000-85000-
6281-0008000) Measure LL (21.0 Bond Fund), and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents.  
 

Consent Calendar 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5 – 0), to approve/ratify 
the following items, under a consent procedure. 

 
Approval of Memorandum of 
Understanding Between Lowell 
Joint School District and 
Concordia University, effective 
July 1, 2023 through July 31, 
2026 
 

Approved the Memorandum of Understanding between Concordia University and 
Lowell Joint School District, to provide clinical placement experiences to student-
trainees enrolled in school counseling and psychology specialization, for the period 
of July 1, 2023 through July 31, 2026, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Memorandum of 
Understanding Between 
Lowell Joint School District 
and Los Angeles University, 
Azusa Pacific University 
System, Effective July1, 2023, 
through June 30, 2028 
 

Approved the Memorandum of Understanding between Los Angeles University, 
Azusa Pacific University and Lowell Joint School District, to provide fieldwork 
experiences, at no cost to the district, effective July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2028, 
and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary 
documents.  
 

Approval of the Ratified 
Memorandum of 
Understanding With Walnut 
Valley Consortium Induction  

Approved the Memorandum of Understanding with Walnut Valley Consortium 
Induction Program, Effective July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024, at a cost of 
$2500 per qualified teacher to the district, and $2000 to the mentor teacher stipend, 
to be paid from the General Fund/Educator Effectiveness Grant, and that the 
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Program, Effective July 1, 2023 
through June 30, 2024 
 

that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary 
documents. 
 

Approval of Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
Between Lowell Joint School 
District and Loma Linda 
University from 2023 to 2028 
School Year  
 

Approved the MOU with Loma Linda University and Lowell Joint School 
District for the 2022/2023 school year, effective April 4, 2023 through June 2, 
2028, at no cost to the district, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Hear Now OC 
dba Abramson Audiology to 
provide a Central Auditory 
Processing Disorder Evaluation 
for the 2022-2023 School Year 
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Hear Now OC dba 
Abramson Audiology to provide services through the ARIA program for the 
2022/2023 School Year, for an estimated cost not to exceed $1,920.00, April 3, 
2023 through June 30, 2023,  and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized 
to execute the agreement. 
 

Purchase Order Listing 
Report/Check Register   
2022/2023 #9 
 

Approved Purchase Order Report 2022-23 #9, as attached, which lists all 
warrants issued February 1, 2023, through February 28, 2023. 

Consolidated Check Register 
Listing Report 2022/2023 #9 
 

Approved Consolidated Check Register Listing Report 2022/23 #9, as attached, 
which lists all warrants issued February 1, 2023, through February 28, 2023. 
 

Employer-Employee 
Relations/Personnel Report 
2022/23 #9 Which Includes 
Hiring, Resignations, Contract 
Adjustments, and Retirements 
for Certificated, Classified, and 
Confidential Employees 
 

Ratified Employer-Employee Relations/Personnel Report 2022/23 #9 as attached, 
which includes hiring, resignations, contract adjustments, and retirements for 
certificated, classified, and confidential employees. 

Approval of Before School 
Childcare Services Effective 
May 1, 2023, through May 31, 
2024, at Various Sites in 
Lowell Joint School District 
 

Approved the agreement with Boys & Girls Club La Habra effective May 1, 
2023, through June 30, 2024, at various sites in Lowell Joint School District, and 
that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary 
documents. 
 

Approval of Ratified 
Amendment to Agreement with 
YMCA OC to provide services 
for Expanded Learning 
Opportunities Program during 
the 2022/23 School Year 
 

Approved the Ratified Amendment to the Agreement with YMCA Orange 
County to provide services during the 2022/23 school year at an amount not to 
exceed $392,000.00, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to 
execute the necessary documents.  
 

 
 











LOWELL JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION  
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of the Lowell Joint 
School District (“School District”) at its regular Board meeting to be held in the Board 
Room at the District Office, 11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier CA, on Monday, April 
3, 2023, pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Fish and Game Code 
Section 711.4 (a), (b), (c), and (e) Ord. 91-0225 ~1, 199, is hereby providing notice of Public 
hearing for interested parties. Under the voter’s approval of Measure LL, the District has been 
authorized to upgrade and modernize its five elementary schools and one intermediate school. 
The District has filed a Notice of Exemption with the Orange County Clerk. 
 
The Lowell Joint School District will be undertaking a construction project of minor work 
to existing buildings to complete venting and condensate lines for an HVAC system, 
removal and replacement of roofing materials and installation of an upgraded Fire Alarm 
system on existing buildings at: 
 

RANCHO STARBUCK INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 
16430 WOODBRIAR DRIVE 

WHITTIER, CA  90604 
 
which will commence on or about June 1, 2023. 
  
The “project” consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, 
or minor alterations of existing public structures, facilities mechanical equipment or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at 
the time of the agency’s determination. This notification will be posted on the District’s 
website upon Board approval and at the work site.   
  
Questions and/or comments can be made during the regularly scheduled April 3, 2023 
Board Meeting during the Comments from the Public. The Notice of Public Hearing was 
published in the Whittier Daily News on March 22, and March 29, 2023. 
 
Should you wish, inquiries and comments can be directed to David Bennett, Assistant 
Superintendent, Business Services, dbennett@ljsd.org or by calling (562) 902-4202. 
  
 
David Bennett, Assistant Superintendent , Business Services 
Lowell Joint School District 
 
 

mailto:dbennett@ljsd.org


LOWELL JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION  
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of the Lowell Joint 
School District (“School District”) at its regular Board meeting to be held in the Board 
Room at the District Office, 11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier CA, on Monday, 
April 3, 2023,  pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Fish and Game 
Code Section 711.4 (a), (b), (c), and (e) Ord. 91-0225 ~1, 199, is hereby providing notice of 
Public hearing for interested parties.   Under the voter’s approval of Measure LL, the District 
has been authorized to upgrade and modernize its five elementary schools and one 
intermediate school.   The District has filed a Notice of Exemption with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk.   
 
The Lowell Joint School District will be undertaking a construction project of minor work 
to include installation of 11 temporary relocatable classroom buildings, 1 temporary 
relocatable rest room building and alterations to 1 associated site work. 
 

MAYBROOK ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
( FOR RANCHO STARBUCK) 

11700 S. MAYBROOK 
WHITTIER, CA  90604 

 
which will commence on or about April 4, 2023. 
  
The “project” consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, 
or minor alterations of existing public structures, facilities mechanical equipment or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at 
the time of the agency’s determination including the installation of 11 temporary 
relocatable classroom buildings and 1 temporary relocatable rest room building.  This 
notification will be posted on the District’s website upon Board approval and at the work 
site.   
  
Questions and/or comments can be made during the regularly scheduled April 3, 2023 
Board Meeting during the Comments from the Public.  The Notice of Public Hearing was 
published in the Whittier Daily News on March 22, and March 29, 2023. 
 
Should you wish, inquiries and comments can be directed to David Bennett, Assistant 
Superintendent, Business Services, dbennett@ljsd.org or by calling (562) 902-4202 
  
 
David Bennett, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services  
Lowell Joint School District 
 
 

mailto:dbennett@ljsd.org
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LOWELL JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
EMPLOYER-EMPLOYEE RELATIONS PERSONNEL REPORT 2022/2023 #9 

 

April 3, 2023 
I. CERTIFICATED EMPLOYEE 

 
A. CHANGE OF STATUS 

 
 

NAME 
EFFECTIVE 

DATE 
END 

DATE 
 

 
SITE 

 
COMMENTS 

Simons, Rebecca 03/10/2023 04/01/2023 MG (AB375) FMLA Maternity Leave 
Rutledge Stephanie 03/02/2023 04/21/2023 MA (AB375) FMLA Medical Leave 
Jimenez, Yovanna 03/16/2023 04/09/2023 JO (AB375) FMLA Maternity Leave 
Saieva, Alyson 03/27/2023 04/28/2023 OL (AB375) FMLA Family Leave 
Brander, Holly 04/01/2023 04/28/2023        EP (AB375) FMLA 50% Shared Teaching 

Position 
Miller, Cameron 03/27/2023 04/07/2023 RS Personal Necessity 
Gober, Kristen 03/27/2023 05/01/2023 MG (AB375) FMLA Medical Leave 

 
B.         EXTRA DUTY PAY/STIPENDS 

 
 

NAME 
EFFECTIVE 

DATE 
END 

DATE 
 

 
SITE 

 
COMMENTS 

Liles, Amy 08/15/2022 06/30/2023 JO To be paid a total of $300.00 for 
being a Master Teacher for National 
University. To be Paid by check from 
National University. 

Haro-Banuelas, Byanka 08/15/2022 06/30/2023 JO To be paid a total of $100.00 for 
being a Master Teacher for San Diego 
State University. To be Paid by check 
from San Diego State University. 

 
* It is further recommended that these individuals be approved for substitute teaching at the rate of $200.00 per day and/or $35.00 an hour 
rate (not to exceed six hours) as applicable and to include: Professional Development, Saturday School, Site Support Duties, Intervention 
and Power Source 
**It is further recommended that the individuals listed in Certificated Salaries for 2022-2023 is approved to instruct in the Intervention 
Programs. The rate of pay is $35.00/hour and will be paid from Title I or LCFF Supplemental Grant Funds. 
**It is further recommended that individuals listed in Certificated Salaries for 2022-2023 serve as home school teachers, if needed, for the 
2022-2023 school year at a rate of $35.00/hour, not to exceed five hours per week, per student.  Mileage will be paid at the IRS Standard 
Mileage Rate for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 
C. Employment of substitutes effective 08/15/2022 for the 2022-2023 school year @ $200 per day and $100.00 per 

half day rate and $35.00 per hour* (not to exceed six hours) as applicable and to include: professional 
development, Saturday school, and site support duties and Power Source, and $250.00 long term sub rate. 

Kimberly Gamez Kevin De Silva Skyler Stonesifer Spencer 
Pierschbacher 

 

Savannah Harding Hannah Mendoza    
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D.     SUBSTITUTE CHANGE OF PAY 
 

NAME EFFECTIVE 
DATE 

END DATE SITE COMMENT 

Gonzalez, Leslie 03/10/2023 04/21/2023 DO To be paid special long term rate of $250.00 for Sixth 
Grade Teacher Meadow Green 

Selezenoff, Tamara 03/02/2023 04/21/2023 DO To be paid rate of $250.00 for Sixth Grade Teacher 
Macy 
 Zavala, Kimberly 03/16/2023 04/09/2023 DO To be paid special long term rate of $250.00 for TK 
DLI Teacher Jordan 
 Wallace, Greg 03/27/2023 04/28/2023 DO To be paid rate of $250.00 for Third Grade Teacher 
Olita 
 Murch, Ryanna 04/01/2023 04/30/2023 DO To be paid special long term rate of $250.00 for First 
Grade Teacher El Portal (50% share teacher) 

Gandera, Cameron 03/27/2023 04/07/2023 DO To be paid $200 daily rate for Rancho Starbuck Music 
Teacher 

Wybacyzenky, Neely 03/27/2023 05/01/2023 DO To be paid special long term rate of $250.00 for Third 
Grade Teacher Meadow Green 
 
 
 
 
 

       
. CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES    April 3, 2023  

 
A. MONTHLY – GENERAL FUND 

 

B. HOURLY – GENERAL FUND 
 

NAME/  
EMPLOYEE ID# 

EFFECTI
VE 

DATE 

END 
DATE 

RANGE/ 
STEP 

 
SITE 

 
COMMENTS 

 
Adams, Kellie 03/13/23    New Hire: Substitute Noon Duty Aide 

Allen, Julie 03/21/23  R17/S02 DO Step Increase: Receptionist/Office 
Assistant  

Belk, Juliette 
 

03/6/23   
 

OL Resignation: Instructional Aide 

Bonilla, Carmen 02/24/23   MG Resignation: Instructional Aide 

Coutts, Carrie 03/16/23    Additional Assignment: Substitute 
Instructional Aide 

Goodman, Jennifer 02/14/23 04/03/23   Leave of Absence Extended : 
Instructional Aide  

Holm, Corri 02/24/23    New Hire: Substitute Noon Duty Aide 

Leonguerrero, Robyn 03/21/2023  R20/S07 MG Library Media Technician 

Lopez, Christina 03/14/23  CL MNGT 
R7/S2 

 Step Increase: Preschool Site 
Supervisor  

Maldonado, Florentina 03/13/23  R18/S06 RS Promotion: FT Night Custodian  

Martinez, Veronica 04/03/23  CL MNGT 
S3 

DO Promotion: From Cafeteria Manager to 
Nutrition Services Supervisor 

Montalvo, Nicole 03/16/23  R7/S04 MG New Hire: Cafeteria Worker 

Ornelas, Jennifer 03/08/23    Termination: Instructional Aide 

 




