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Lowell Joint School District         
11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA 90603 
 
MINUTES REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES    
August 5, 2024 

 
Call to Order 
 

President Shackelford called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Lowell Joint School 
District, 11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA 90603 

 
Topics Not on the Agenda 
 

 None. 

Closed Session  
 

President Shackelford declared the meeting recessed to closed session at 6:31 p.m.  
 

Call to Order 
 

President Shackelford reconvened the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The flag salute was led by Anastasia Shackelford, Board of Trustees President. 
 
Trustees Present:         Anastasia M. Shackelford, Anthony A. Zegarra, Christine J. 

Berg, Karen L. Shaw and Regina L. Woods  
                                     
Trustees Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Jim Coombs, Superintendent of Schools; Rhonda Overby, 

Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services; David 
Bennett, Assistant Superintendent of Business Services; and 
Carl Erickson, Assistant Superintendent of Administrative 
Services. 

 
Staff Absent:              None 
 

Reporting out Action (if any) 
Taken in Closed Session 
 

None. 

Introductions and Welcome 
of Guests 

 

President Shackelford welcomed the guests and staff members present. 
 

Acknowledgement of 
Correspondence 
 

Dr. Zegarra welcomed Mrs. Rhonda Overby as the new Assistant Superintendent of 
Educational Services. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5 – 0) to approve the 
amended August 5, 2024, Board agenda.  
 

Approval of Minutes It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the 
amended minutes from the June 17, 2024, Regular Board Meeting. 
 

Timely Information from 
Board and Superintendent –    
Board President                              

Mr. David Bennet  updated the Board of Trustees on the move of Rancho Starbuck 
from the Maybook site back to Rancho Starbuck, Meadow Green electrical and the 
Macy tile project. 
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 Mr. Carl Erickson updated the Board of Trustees on the maintenance department’s 
summer projects.  The move of Rancho Starbuck from Maybrook back to Rancho 
Starbuck, the move of the Rancho Starbuck kitchen back to Rancho Starbuck, 
painting, changing out air filters, etc.  They are into their second year of hosting an 
internship for the maintenance department.  This summer included nine interns that 
assisted the maintenance department with their summer projects.  The Olita portables 
B1 to B5 had the additional testing completed, all was appropriate, and the 
recommendations from the environmental engineer were completed for the opening of 
school. 
 
Ms. Karen Shaw mentioned that she was in B1 that day to help a family member set 
up her room for the school year. 
 
Mrs. Shackelford mentioned that the bond measure that was approved will assist with 
removing all of the portables and replacing them with permanent buildings. 
 

Topics Not on the Agenda 
 

Katelyn Coelho, El Portal parent, spoke about mold in schools. 
 
Julie Coelho spoke about mold testing in all classrooms across all campuses. 
 
Margaret Palmer, LJEA president, spoke about being excited for a new school year, 
welcomed five new teachers to the district, Rancho Starbuck had moved back to their 
campus, the Macy teachers received their new flooring, the updated portables at Olita 
and the upcoming bond. 
 

Resolution 2024/2025 No. 
938 Approving Agreement 
for the Funding from the 
Education Innovation and 
Research (EIR) Grant 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous roll call vote, (5-0) to adopt 
Resolution 2024/2025 No. 938 Approving the Agreement and  Funding from the 
(EIR), Education Innovation and Research Grant, and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the resolution.  
 

Rejection of Non-
Responsive Macy 
Elementary School Flooring 
Abatement bid from 
Lawrence W. Rosine, Co. 
for CUPCCAA Bid 
#202324-001 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to reject the bid from 
Lawrence W. Rosine, Co. for the flooring abatement project at Macy Elementary 
School, (CUPCCAA Bid #202324-001), and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 

Agreement with FORMA 
Engineering and 
Contracting, Inc., for 
Flooring Abatement on the 
Macy Elementary School 
Campus, CUPCAA Project, 
Bid #202324-001 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the agreement 
with FORMA Engineering and Contracting, Inc., for the Flooring Abatement at Macy 
Elementary School, CUPCAA Bid# 202324-001, not to exceed $667,700.00, and that 
the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
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Approval of Agreement 
with Nigro & Nigro to 
perform Audit Services 

Education Code 41020 requires school districts to annually obtain an independent 
audit report of its financial statements. 
 
Nigro & Nigro performed the audit for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2023, and 
June 30, 2024. Staff recommends maintaining continuity with the audit firm, and has 
agreed upon a two year term beginning fiscal year 2024/25 through fiscal year 
2025/26. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the 
agreement with Nigro & Nigro for Audit Services for the Fiscal Years ending June 30, 
2025 and June 30, 2026 at a cost not to exceed $36,500 and $39,000 respectfully, and 
that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Agreement 
with Nigro & Nigro to 
perform Measure LL Audit 
Services 

Obligation Bond financial statements. 
 Nigro & Nigro performed the previous audits and staff recommends maintaining 
continuity with the audit firm for the Measure LL financial audit, and has agreed upon 
a two year term beginning fiscal year 2024/25 through fiscal year 2025/26. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the 
agreement with Nigro & Nigro for Audit Services for the Fiscal Years ending June 30 
2025 and June 30, 2026 at a cost not to exceed $7,500 and $8,000 respectfully, and 
that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Revision of Independent 
Study BP 6158 

The Lowell Joint School District recognizes Independent study as an alternative to 
classroom instruction consistent with a school district’s course of study and is not an 
alternative curriculum. Independent study is available to students from kindergarten 
through eighth grade, designed to respond to the student’s specific educational needs, 
interests, aptitudes, and abilities within the confines of the school board policy. 
Students who participate in independent study take the same courses as students in 
regular classes.  
 
The updated board policy Revision of Independent Study BP 6158 was attached for a 
first reading.  
 

Revision of Independent 
Study BP 6158 

As required under the recent passing of AB130, districts are to offer an Independent 
Study program as an alternative to classroom instruction consistent with a school 
district’s course of study based on state content standards. Independent study is 
available to students from Transitional Kindergarten through Eighth grade. This Board 
Policy update is necessary to outline new legal requirements for Independent Study 
along with the corresponding Administrative Regulations. 
 
The updated board policy was attached for approval. 
 
It was moved, seconded, and carried by unanimous vote, (5-0) to approve the Revision 
of Independent Study BP 6158, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized 
to execute the necessary documents. 
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Approval of the Lowell 
Joint School District’s 
Response to the 2023-24 
Orange County Grand Jury 
Report:  “Use of Artificial 
Intelligence in K-12 Public 
Schools (K-12), It’s Not 
Elementary 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by a unanimous vote, (5-0), to approve 
responses of the Lowell Joint School District’s Response to the 2023-24 Orange 
County Grand Jury Report:  “Use of Artificial Intelligence in K-12 Public Schools 
(K-12), It’s Not Elementary, published on August 5, 2024, and that the 
Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Consent Calendar 
 

It was moved, seconded, and carried by a unanimous vote, (5 – 0), to approve/ratify 
the following items, under a consent procedure. 
 

Approval of Independent 
Contract with Little Ears 
Therapy Center for speech 
services for the 2024-2025 
School Year  
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with Little Ears Therapy Center for 
Speech and Language services for the 2024-2025 School Year, for an estimated cost 
not to exceed $4,000.00, to be paid from out of home care funds, and that the 
Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 

Approval of Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) 
Between Lowell Joint 
School District and Orange 
County Superintendent of  
Schools/ Connections 
Program for the 2024/2025 
School Year 
 

Approved the MOU with Orange County Superintendent of Schools and Lowell Joint 
School District for the 2024/2025 school year, effective for the period beginning July 
1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2025, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Memorandum 
of Understanding  with the 
University of Irvine, 
Department of 
Ophthalmology and Lowell 
Joint School District for the 
2024/2025 School Year  
 

Approved the independent consultant agreement with University of Irvine, Department 
of Ophthalmology, to provide vision care to children that fail the annual vision 
screening for the 2024/2025 School Year, for the period of July 1, 2024 through June 
30, 2025, services will be rendered at no cost to the district, and that the Superintendent 
or designee be authorized to execute the agreement. 
 
 
 

Purchase Order Listing 
Report/Check Register  
2024/2025 #1 

Approved the Purchase Order Listing Report/Check Register 2024/2025 #1, issued 
June 1, 2024 through June 30, 2024, as attached, and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Consolidated Check 
Register Listing Report 
2024/25 #1 
 

Approved the Consolidated Check 2024/2025 #1, issued June 1, 2024 through June 
30, 2024, as attached, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to 
execute the necessary documents. 
 

Employer-Employee 
Relations/Personnel Report 
2024/25 #1 Which Includes 
Hiring, Resignations,  

Ratified Employer-Employee Relations/Personnel Report 2024/25 #1 as attached, 
which includes hiring, resignations, contract adjustments, and retirements for 
certificated, classified, and confidential employees. 
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Contract Adjustments, and 
Retirements for Certificated, 
Classified, and Confidential 
Employees 
 

 

Approval of Agreement with 
Boys & Girls Club La Habra 
to provide services for 
Expanded Learning 
Opportunities Program for 
the 2024-25 School Year 
 

Approved the agreement with Boys & Girls Club La Habra, to work in partnership 
with Lowell Joint School District on all 5 elementary school sites every day, for TK- 
6th grades, to provide after school programming of educational and enrichment 
services for the 2024-2025 school year, not to exceed $289,754.34, to be paid by the 
ELO-P funds, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents.  

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Kenny Huff 
to provide Tech Design for 
Lowell Joint Youth Theatre 
Productions for the 2024-25 
School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement made with Kenny Huff to provide Tech 
Design/Support for Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Lowell Joint Youth Theatre 
Productions for the 2024-25 school year, at an amount not to exceed $5000.00, to be 
paid by the 6762-Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time 
Block Grant, ELO-P funds and LJSD Foundation, and that the Superintendent or 
designee be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Kenny Huff 
to provide Tech Design for 
Lowell Joint Performing 
Arts/Rancho Starbuck 
Theatre Productions for the 
2024-25 School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement made with Kenny Huff to provide Tech 
Design/Support for Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Rancho Starbuck Theatre 
Productions for the 2024-25 school year, at an amount not to exceed $5000.00, to be 
paid by the 6762-Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time 
Block Grant, and LJSD Foundation, and that the Superintendent or designee be 
authorized to execute the necessary documents. 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Katie 
Ludlam to provide Theatre 
Instruction (voice, 
choreography, stage 
direction and support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing 
Arts/Lowell Joint Youth 
Theatre /PowerSource 
Productions for the 2024-25 
School Year 
 

Approved that the consultant agreement made with Katie Ludlam to provide Theatre 
Instruction and support (voice, choreography, stage direction and stage support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Lowell Joint Youth Theatre/PowerSource Productions 
for the 2024-25 school year, at an amount not to exceed $6000.00, to be paid by the 
6762-Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time Block Grant, 
LJSD Foundation, and Fund 12 ELOP funds, and that the Superintendent or designee 
be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 
 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Katie 
Ludlam to provide Theatre 
Instruction (voice, 
choreography, stage 
direction and support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing 
Arts/Rancho Starbuck 

Approved the consultant agreement made with Katie Ludlam to provide Theatre 
Instruction and support (voice, choreography, stage direction and stage support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Rancho Starbuck Theatre Productions for the 2024-25 
school year, at an amount not to exceed $4000.00, to be paid by the 6762-Arts, 
Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time Block Grant, and LJSD 
Foundation, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents. 
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Theatre Productions for the 
2024-25 School Year 
 

 

Approval of Consultant 
Agreement with Ron 
Gutterman to provide 
Theatre Instruction (voice, 
choreography, stage 
direction and support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing 
Arts/Lowell Joint Youth 
Theatre/PowerSource 
Productions for the 2024-25 
School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement made with Ron Gutterman to provide Theatre 
Instruction and support (voice, choreography, stage direction and stage support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Lowell Joint Youth Theatre/PowerSource Productions 
for the 2024-25 school year, at an amount not to exceed $6000.00, to be paid by the 
6762-Arts, Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time Block Grant, 
LJSD Foundation, and Fund 12 ELOP funds, and that the Superintendent or designee 
be authorized to execute the necessary documents. 

ELO-P funds, and that the 
Superintendent or designee 
be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents.  
choreography, stage 
direction and support) for 
Lowell Joint choreography, 
stage direction and support) 
for Lowell Joint 
Performing Arts/Rancho 
Starbuck Theatre  
Productions for the 2024-25 
School Year 
 

Approved the consultant agreement with Ron Gutterman to provide Theatre 
Instruction and support (voice, choreography, stage direction and state support) for 
Lowell Joint Performing Arts/Rancho Starbuck Theatre Productions for the 2024-25 
school year at an amount not to exceed $4000.00 to be paid by the 6762-Arts, 
Music, and Instructional Materials Discretionary One Time Block Grant, and LJSD 
Foundation, and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents. 

Approval of Agreement with 
Orange County Department 
of Education for GATE 
Certification Training during 
the 2024-25 School Year 
 

Arrangements have been made with Orange County Department of Education to 
provide GATE Certification Trainings with approximately 15 teachers.  There will be 
3 days of training for Cohort 9 as follows: 9/11/24, 9/26/24 & 10/30/24.  This training 
is to certify teachers in gifted instruction using the CA GATE Standards and high 
yield GATE Strategies.  Teachers will learn about the academic, behavioral and social 
emotional needs of students who are gifted.  The cost of the training will not exceed 
$5,550.00.  Funding will be through Educator Effectiveness Grant.  
 
Approved the Agreement with Orange County Department of Education for GATE 
Certification during the 2024-25 school year for a total not to exceed $5,550.00 be 
approved and that the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the 
necessary documents.  
 

Approval of Agreement with 
West Coast Protection, LLC, 
dba: Interquest Detection 
Canines, to Provide 
Contraband Inspection  

Approved the contract with West Coast Protection, LLC, dba: Interquest Detection 
Canines, to Provide Contraband Inspection, for the period August 2024 through June 
2025, and the Superintendent or designee be authorized to execute the necessary 
document 

 
















































































